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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendments, filed on 02/23/2005, have been entered and made of record. 
Claims 1-18 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's amendments, with respect to title are acceptable. The objection to the 
title is hereby withdrawn. 

3. . Applicant's arguments, filed on 02/23/2005, with respect to the rejection(s) of claims 
1 and 18 under 102(b) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,427,078 to Wilska et al. 
and U.S. Patent No. 5,682,558 to Kirigaya et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office Action. 

4. Claims 1-11, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,621 ,458 to Mann et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,427,078 to 
Wilska et al. 

Regarding claims 1 and 17, Mann describes a camera and a method of 
constructing a camera comprising a camera body (figure 1 ). To those familiar to the 
art it is known that a camcorder is a camera /recorder combination which is a 
camera that records on videotape. However, Mann does not teach a camera or a 
method of constructing a camera comprising an alarm clock that is at least partially 
located within said camera body and operably associated with said camera body. 
Wilska describes a notebook computer with a camera unit 14 and a clock with alarm 
clock functions (Wilska: column 3, lines 14-18 and 62-63; figure 1). Wilska also 
describes the camera unit 14 as being fixedly integrated to the notebook computer 
(Wilska: column 4, lines 48-19). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the camera and 
the method of constructing a camera of Mann to include an alarm clock that is at 
least partially located within said camera body and operably associated with said 
camera body. One would have been motivated to modify the camera and the 
method of constructing a camera of Mann to include the alarm clock that is at least 
partially located within said camera body and operably associated with said camera 
body of Wilska in that the notebook computer can be one and the same device. 
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personal communications, data collection, and processing comprises and easy-to- 
use data collection device (Wilska: column 1, lines 57-61). 

Regarding claim 2, Mann In view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 1 
wherein said alarm clock further comprises at least one output device selected from 
a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a display, and a capture 
device. Specifically, Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event a 
message is generated on the display (item 115) (Mann: column 3, lines 49-55; figure 
2) and is associated with an indicator (item 107) (Mann: column 4, lines 3-9; figure 2) 
that may be accompanied by an alerting audible beep (Mann: column 4, lines 3-6). 
It is common knowledge within the art, and even broader, that "audible" means a 
noise or sound capable of being heard. This sound is achieved through the use of 
transducers (speakers). Mann's desaiption of this speaker comprises at least one 
of the output devices explained. 

Regarding claim 3, Mann in view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 1 
wherein said alarm clock further comprises at least two output devices selected 
from a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a display, and a 
capture device. Specifically, Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event a 
message is generated on the display (item 115) (Mann: column 3, lines 49-55; figure 
2). Mann's description of this display and the speaker of claim 2 comprise at least 
two of the output devices explained. 

Regarding claim 4, Mann in view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 1 
wherein said alarm clock further comprises at least three output devices selected 
from a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a display, and a 
capture device. Mann describes the camera of claim 1 wherein said output device 
further comprises said strobe. Note that it is common knowledge within the art that a 
strobe is a visual notification of a burst or flash of light. Mann describes that upon 
the occun-ence of an event a message is generated on the display (item 115) (Mann: 
column 3, lines 49-55; figure 2) and is associated with an indicator which produce 
various colors of light (item 107) (Mann: column 4, lines 3-9; figure 2). This light 
produced is comparable to that of a strobe or a flash. Mann's description of the 
speaker in claim 2, the display of claim 3, and this strobe comprise at least three of 
the output devices explained. 

Regarding claim 5, Mann in view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 1 
wherein said alarm clock further comprises at least four output devices selected 
from a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a display, and a 
capture device. Note that It is common knowledge within the art that a capture 
device can comprise that of a camera. Also, note that a camcorder is a combination 
of a camera and a recording device. Mann describes the use of a capture device or 
camcorder (Mann: figure 1). Also, further note that Mann describes an alarm clock 
that is used to initiate recording by the camcorder (Mann: column 6, lines 5-9; figure 
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5). Mann's description of the speaker in claim 2, the display of claim 3, the strobe of 
claim 4, and this capture device comprise at least four of the output devices 
explained. 

Regarding claim 6, Mann in view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 2 
wherein said output device further comprises said speaker. Specifically, Mann 
describes that upon the occurrence of an event a message is generated on the 
display (item 115) (Mann: column 3, lines 49-55; figure 2) and is associated with an 
indicator (item 107) (Mann: column 4, lines 3-9; figure 2) that may be accompanied 
by an alerting audible beep (Mann: column 4, lines 3-6). It is common knowledge 
within the art, and even broader, that "audible" means a noise or sound capable of 
being heard. This sound is achieved through the use of transducers (speakers). 

Regarding claim 7, Mann in view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 2 
wherein said output device further comprises said strobe. Note that it is common 
knowledge within the art that a strobe is a visual notification of a burst or flash of 
light. Mann describes that upon the occurrence of an event a message is generated 
on the display (item 115) (Mann: column 3, lines 49-55; figure 2) and is associated 
with an indicator which produce various colors of light (item 107) (Mann: column 4, 
lines 3-9; figure 2) and (Mann: column 4, lines 3-9). This light produced is 
comparable to that of a strobe or a flash. 

Regarding claim 8, Mann in view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 2 
wherein said output device further comprises said display. Specifically, Mann 
describes that upon the occurrence of an event a message is generated on the 
display (item 115) (Mann: column 3, lines 49-55; figure 2). 

Regarding claim 9, Mann in view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 2 
wherein said output device further comprises said capture device. Note that it is 
common knowledge within the art that a capture device can comprise that of a 
camera. Also, note that a camcorder is a combination of a camera and a recording 
device. Mann describes the use of a capture device or camcorder (Mann: figure 1 ). 
Also, further note that Mann describes an alarm clock that is operably associated 
with said camera body (Mann: column 6, lines 5-9; figure 5). 

Regarding claim 10, Mann in view of Wilska further describes the camera of claim 1 
further comprising at least one element operatively associated with said alarm clock 
selected from a group of elements consisting of a memory storage device, a 
photosensor array, a computer connector, a real time clock, an always-on portion, 
and a controller. Mann describes a real time clock (RTC) (item 840) (Mann: column 
6, lines 21-30; column 7, lines 13-19; figure 5). Mann's description of a real time 
clock (RTC) further comprises at least one element operatively associated with said 
alarm clock. 



Application/Control Number: 10/040,585 
Art Unit: a«ia 26>\5' 



Page 5 



Regarding claim 11, Mann in view of Wilsl<a further describes the camera of claim 2 
further comprising at least one element operatively associated with said alarm clock 
selected from a group of elements consisting of a memory storage device, a 
photosensor array, a computer connector, a real time clock, an always-on portion, 
and a controller. Mann describes a real time clock (RTC) (item 840) (Mann: column 
6, lines 21-30; column 7, lines 13-19; figure 5). Mann's description of a real time 
clock (RTC) further comprises at least one element operatively associated with said 
alarm clock. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 5,621,458 to Mann et al. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 12. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 12, Mann describes a method of providing 
notification of the occurrence of a time day, which comprises inputting data 
representative of selected time of day into a camera, and upon occurrence of said 
selected time of day a camera subsystem is actuated (Mann: column 2, lines 56-59; 
column 6, lines 25-30). Specifically, Mann describes a real time clock (RTC), which 
is utilized by algorithm to detect the coincidence with the desired time. This desired 
time is a selected time that must be input by the user (comprised of data). Upon 
coincidence (desired time equals RTC), an "on time" or event occurrence signal is 
generated and the user determined function or camera subsystem is activated 
(Mann: column 6, lines 5-9 and 25-30). An example of an actuated subsystem is 
message generated on the display (item 115) (Mann: column 3, lines 49-55; figure 2) 
and is associated with an indicator (item 107) (Mann: column 4, lines 3-9; figure 2) 
that may be accompanied by an alerting audible beep (Mann: column 4, lines 3-6). 

Mann cleariy shows all of the limitations cited in claim 13. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 13, Mann describes the method of claim 12 
wherein actuating a camera subsystem comprises activating at least one output 
device selected from a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a 
display, and a capture device. Specifically, Mann describes that upon the 
occurrence of an event, wherein a camera subsystem is actuated, a message is 
generated on the display (item 115) (Mann: column 3, lines 49-55; figure 2) and is 
associated with an indicator (item 107) (Mann: column 4, lines 3-9; figure 2) that may 
be accompanied by an alerting audible beep (Mann: column 4, lines 3-6). It is 
common knowledge within the art, and even broader, that "audible" means a noise 
or sound capable of being heard. This sound is achieved through the use of 
transducers (speakers). Mann's description of this speaker comprises at least one 
of the output devices explained. 
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Mann clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 14. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 14, Mann describes the method of claim 12 
wherein actuating a camera subsystem comprises activating at least two output 
device selected from a group of output devices consisting of: a speaker, a strobe, a 
display, and a capture device. Specifically, Mann describes that upon the 
occurrence of an event, wherein a camera subsystem is actuated, a message Is 
generated on the display (item 115) (Mann: column 3, lines 49-55; figure 2). Mann's 
description of this display and the speaker of claim 1 3 comprise at least two of the 
output devices explained. 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 15. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 15, Mann describes the method of claim 12 
further comprising storing data (calendar events that are stored in memory 121) 
utilized by said camera subsystem for notifying a user of the occurrence of said 
selected time of day (Mann: column 2, lines 65-67; column 3, lines 1-10; column 5, 
lines 23-34; figure 5). 

Mann clearly shows all of the limitations cited in claim 16. See all material cited in 
the specification. Referring to claim 16, Mann describes the method of claim 12 
wherein said inputting (data representative of selected time of day into a camera) 
comprises operating a camera control surface useable for controlling other camera 
functions. Specifically, Mann describes control system 100 (Mann: figure 2) as a 
control panel for coupling the camcorder that further comprises display 1 15 for 
controlling various modes of the camcorder (Mann: column 4, lines 59-63) and for 
inputting data representative of selected time of day (Mann: column 2, lines 56-59; 
column 6, lines 25-30). Figure 1 shows the camcorder attached to the control 
system 100. The Examiner considers that the two units together formulate a 
working unit that consists of said camera control unit with a surface useable for 
controlling other camera functions. 

6. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,682,558 Kirigaya et al. 

Kirigaya clearly shows all of the limitations recited in claim 18. See all material 
referenced in the specification. Referring to claim 18, Kirigaya describes a camera 
comprising: 

Means for capturing an image (take a picture) of an object (camera 10) (Kirigaya; 
column 3, lines 6-9; figure 1 ); 

N 

Means for selecting a time of day (the third picture of 56p shows a clock when a self- 
timer photographing mode is selected) (Kirigaya: column 20, lines 1-4; figure 4); and 

Further note that it is inherent that if a camera has a means of displaying a clock or a 
timer then it would, in fact, have a means of selecting the time of day. 
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Means, at least partially located with said camera, for actuating at least one camera 
subsystem at the occurrence of said selected time of day (self-timer photographing 
mode with a clock) (Kirigaya: column 20, lines 1-4). 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin M. Gagliostro whose telephone nunniber is 571- 
272-7363. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on 571-272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872- 
9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Kevin Gagliostro 07/1 1 /2005 
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